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'OIIllISTMASINOTIIEllLANDS

'JDADIKS Or TIIK rOKKIGN LEGATIONS
DKSOUIUE ITS CKI.EHRATION.

..A Christmas In Mexico byMndamo Romoro
The Feast or tho Posados Tho Holy-day- n

of Old EiiRlnnd by Xjinly I'auncofoto
Roast IJccf, Plum Puddinc, and Mlnco

Pies Christmas In tho FaWiorlund by
ICraulcIn Kot.nbri; and Souiothinu
About tho Christmas Dinners of Ger-
many ChrlBtmntt Among tho Ksuul-mitu- x

by Gen. Greoly.

Washington will celebrate Christmas in all its
glory. Santa Claus is alive and bis 'Washington
tour will include every stocking from that of
Baby McKec in the White House to those of tbo
poorest darkey boys who swarm by the thou-
sands in our Washington alleys. Tons of tur-
keys, great crates of roast geese, and hundreds
of fat 'possums are now in the markets, and
enough cvergreeu and holly is shown to deco
rate the Capitol, tho Washington Monument,

.the White House, and all of the big Government
Departments from their tops to their bottoms.
The most interesting of tho Christmas celebra-
tions, however, will be those of tho legations.
'Every Christian nation keeps Christmas in its
own way, and 1 have to-da- y had a number of iu- -

tcrcsting chats as to Christmas in other lands.
ClIUISTMAS IN MEXICO.

Madame Romero, the wife of the Mexican
.Minister, gives me a picture of the day there.
Said she: "Christmas in Mexico is always more
or less a religious festival. It is in consequence
by no means so joyous an occasion as in Europe
and this country, where the observances partake
so largely of a social nature. Were a stranger
to visit Mexico at that time as the guest of an
American family of residents there he would

rfind the same American Christmas customs ob-

served. We, for instance, would keep the day
in the same way. But you would find it differ- -

cnt among the pure Mexican families. They
know nothing of hanging up their stockings on
Christmas night, and the Mexican children look
upon New Year's and their birthdays as the
'times when they arc to bemadomuchof and are
sure to receive presents. Every one in Mexico
is named for some saint and the favorite saint is
Guadelupe. Still there is a saint for every day

-- in the year, and the saint days are tbo gift days.
It js customary to keep hanging on the looking-glas- s

a calendar on which the list of saint days
isiprintcd, and one has only to refer to this to
keep posted as to the birthdays of her friends
and relatives. The presents given at 6uch times
are regulated by the circumstauccs of the donors.

.Sometimes it is only a few flowers, or when tho
acquaintance is recent or not intimate visiting
cards only are sent. This is in order that tho
.person may realize that his birthday is remem-

bered, and though the acquaintance be slight it
is always taken as a compliment.

HOLIDAY 1'EASTS IN MEXICO.

"As to the Christmas ceremonies," Madame
Romero continued, "there is a morning service
in tho churches from 5 until 11 o'clock, at which
time the altars are decorated with flowers.

"The holiday festivities begin a week before
Christmas, and tho rosados are observed by all
families whoso names will permit. In former
times the Posados wero a mixed social aud rc- -

'llglous festival. They began by a procession
lieadcd by the Virgin, wbo asked to bo received
at each house during tho period of her journey
with Joseph previous to tho birth of Christ,
During tho progress of tho procession thoro is,
of course, considerable praying and singing,
after which the religious features of tho occa-

sion aro at an end, dancing begins, and merri-me- nt

terminates in a grand supper. Tho es-

pecial feature of this feast is tho Christmas
night salad, salada de la nochc Kucna, made of
lettuce, beets, celery, and mayonnaise dressing.
"With this Is served boned turkey, jellies, aud
black coffee, the flavor of which in Mexico Is
especially delicious. This supper immediately
succeeds the mi'sarfc jrufo, tho impressive mid-
night mass. Tho seventh day of tho I'osados
falls on Clnistmaseve, whoutho nacimcnlo takes
place. This curious custom poi trays by means
of dolls tho various races ana uieir occupations,
tho puppets being carefully dressed after the
manner of each country represented. Where
tho wealth of a family will admit of such a
thing individual exhibits aro held. Tho whole
is preserved intact for weeks alter Christmas,
and nightly exhibited to relatives or specially
invited f 1 lends. At tho presout day the
Posudos contain far lessof their religious charac-
ter than formerly, and aro retained almost ex-

clusively as social gatherings."
CHJUST.MAS AT THE NOKTII l'OLE.

Of all tho noted travelers in Washington
there is not 0110 who has spent p sadder Christ-

mas than Gen. Greoly, tho head of tho Signal
.Service. I talked with him last night as to his
Christmas of 1883. It was spent In tho miser-
able little hut of ice and snow at Capo Sabine.
Capo Sablno was reached by tho paity of Arctic
oxplorers in their southward search for succor
in October, aud on tho 30th of that month Gen.
Greely and the men under his charge took pos-
session of tho hut. Although the scant supply
of food showed a steady decrease from this dato
tho men, one and all, seemed by common con-
sent to buoy up their spirits, looklngforward to
tho great Christmas festival as though it wero to
prove, even in that land of drifting snow and
eternal Ice, a timo of merriment and rejoicing.
All tho while, with the frightful silence of tho
polar night about them, tho cruel Ice king over
advancing nearer aud nenrur with his

touch, tho party of explorers were
looking forward to tho winter solstice, tho
hurst of suullght through tho gloom which
should announce tho coming of tho Christmas
child, tho biithday of tho Lord, tho cradling of
tho infant Jesus in Bethlehem.

At length tho morning dawns for which all
have 60 long looked forward, and with tho
baiomoter at 30.03, thermometoratur.5, a break-
fast is served of thin 60up of peas and carrots,
with a little blubber and somo spoonfuls of
potatoes. This inenl was oaton at 0 o'clock,
after which cloudberries wero served out two

--cans to each mess. At 1 o'clock camivtho grand
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event of the. day, tho Christinas dinner, in honor
of which a brave 6how of lights was made in tho
hut. Tho cook6 having been allotted an extra ah
gill of rum on that occasion did their duty
bravely, notwithstanding the great trouble
which they encountered from tho smoko, there
being very little wind. Tho monu consisted of
a fine rich stow of all seal meat, with onions, a
little blubber, potatoes, and bread crumbs.
This dish was enjoyed, not only because of tho
savory ingredients, but because in tho diary of
each and all is chronicled tho pathetic fact that
tho quantity for tho once was sufficient to satisfy
hunger.

After the lapso of an hour a dessert was served
of another stew, this time of raisins, blubber,
and milk. At 7 o'clock each man was given 11

cup of hot chocolate, over which they liugered
long, exchanging reminiscences of home, recall-
ing

all
luxuries of every description, and onterlng

into a compact to pass tho next Christmas to-

gether, should fato allow of them returning to
civilization. Then followed singing, tho various
songs taken from tho French, German, Danish,
and Innuit. So ended Gen. Greely's Christmas
Day at tho North Polo, tho last spent by him at
Capo Sabine, aud to many of his bravo men tho
last ever spont upon earth. Tho only mention
made of anything In tho nature of gifts that of
day is In regard to Kisllngbury, who, knowing
that many of tho men wero entirely out of their
supply of tobacco, kindly made for each of tho
party a cigarette.
TUB ClIIUSTMAS SUN 1'liAST OF THE ESQUIMAUX.

Vhen asked whether tho season was cele-

brated in any sonso as a religious festival among
tho Esquimaux, Gen. Greoly said that whllo tho
race wero by no means u heathen people, yet
their celebration of Christma3 so far from being Is
in accordance with tho Chrlstlau significance is
distinctly traceable to tho ancient celebration of
tho suu foast. This is in reality tho hyemal or
winter Bolstice, which falls about December 33,
and is kept as a period of rojoiiing at tho roturn
of tho sun, which to tho Esquimaux means not
only an end of tho long dreary night, but is tho
return of weather propitious for good huutiug
and fishing. Interesting accounts of this sun
feast chronicled by a Moravian priest oarly in
1700 states that tho people having assembled In
largo parties from all over tho country amuse
themselves with 6ports of an athletic nature and
treat ouo another to tho best faro their larder
provides. After gorging themselves the Esqui-
maux rise up to play and dauco. There was no
danger of intoxication on these early celebra-
tions of tho sun feast, sluco water was tho only is
boverago known. Tho ouo musical instrument
of tho people is a drum formed of a wooden or
whalebone hoop, two lingers in breadth, which
on oue side is covered with a thin vellum or tho
skin of a whulo's tonguo. This drum, slightly
oval, hus a long handle by which tho Green-land- er

holds it in his light hand, striking it tho
whllo upon tho under sido with his left hand.
At every 6tioku ho gives a grotesque little hop,
swaying his head aud body to tho time, two
stiokes falling in every ciotchet. Tho song of
u recitative nature accompanying this music ex-
tols tho nolflo deed of his ancestors, tbo honor
of seal catching, and expresses joy at tho return
of the suu to tho hemisphere. Every stanza is
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accompanied by tho auditory, from whose lips
tho chorus, "Ainna Ajah, Ajafi,

ah!" forms a complete cantata, thus:
"The welcome sun returns again,

Arnnu, ajah, ajah, ah hu,
And brines us weather flno and fair,

Amna, ajah, ajah, ah hn !"
This sort of thing lasts for several days aud

nights, either until the entire stock of provi-
sions is exhausted or tho people are too ex-
hausted to sing or move. Whoever has suc-
ceeded in makfug tho greatest number of droll
contortions of the body bears thereafter tho
proud distinction of master musician. When tho
moon shlues thoy play at ball in a manner simi-
lar to that followed in this country. This general
season of games by no means excludes theJchll-dre- u,

who, after the fashion with which wo aro
familiar in this country, join hands, form a

circle, and hop about, singing as thoy make tho
circuit.

These drum dances may with justice bo called
tho Olympic games of tho Grecnlanders.

OHUI8TMAS AMONG THE AIICTIO DANES.

It will readily bo seen that this ancient ob-

servance is very closely allied to tho Christmas
to-da- y In tho Arctic regions, where sinco tho

teachings of tho Moravians aud later tho Danish
priests hayo become appaient tho season is gen-

erally observed as a seven days' holiday, during
which no ouo does work of any description.
Every ono dietses in his best attire, and having
provided an extra amount of seal, fish, or gamo
for this period, blubber being used only for
lighting purposes, proceeds to'mako merry with
his friends according to tho native idea, which

to oat to repletiou. Though liquor is strictly
forbidden by law throughout tho Danish prov-
inces, yet on tho notablo occasion of Christmas
Day It Is customary for tho person in authority
to givo to each man a small measure of schnapps,
which is relished accordingly. Early iu tho
morning tho young people, beaded by tho cate-chis- t,

go for a round of tho neighborhood, stop-
ping at each houso to sing a psalm. This cus-
tom likowiso prevails at Easter.

Such a thiug as tho giving of presonts on
Christmas Day, or, indeed, on any occasion,
among tho Esquimaux is wholly unknown.
Strangely enough, thoy aro as a raco absolutely
lacking in gratitude, oven in tho definition of a
"llvoly sense of beneilts to come." On Christ
mas Day or any time any one, friend or stranger,
may enter a native hut. Though no salutation

vouchsafed nor hospitality proffered it is gen-
erally understood that ono is welcome to what-
ever tho place affords, however much may bo
required or to whatevor lougth tho stay may be
prolonged. No protest will bo offered, but when
tho guest leaves, in Iho event of his bolng a
European, tho host calls out; "Don't hurt thy
head," (that is, against the ceiling of tho door-
way.)

Sometimes Christmas is marked at tho chief
stations by a ball, at which tho natives emulate-th-

European, stylo of dancing, Tim solo prepa-
ration necessary is permission to clear tho work-
shops. When tho ofllcer iu commaud of a ves-
sel allows on such occasions a glass of corn
brnudy to tho men and a cup of coffee to the

women of the party it is marked as memorable
for luxuriousness.

CmtlSTMAS IN OLD ENOLAND.

Christmas in merry old England, though no
longer marked by tho presenco of tho boar's
head crowned with holly at the feast, or tho
yulo log, save in thoso old houses whero tho
width of tho fireplace will permit tho contlnu-anc- o

of this custom, is nevertheless now, as of
old, a season of merrymaking, of family gath-
ering, of feasting to-da- y and regretting

of overeating generally. A day for chil-

dren, for games, for music, in the evening, wind-
ing up with Sir Roger do Covorly, danced by
young and old under tho mistletoe and holly.
"Christmas of to-da- y in England," said Lady
Pauncofoto, "is kept up wltlf all tho good old
customs, oven to tho turkey and plum pudding,
which on that dav reigns supreme.

"Roast beef?
"Yes, certainly, wo have that as well, though

it is by no means tho important feature of tho
table, which Americans generally imagine to bo
tho case. With us it is as customary to servo
roast beef some time during tho course of tho
day as it Is to have tea at 5 o'clock. Many of
the servants iu England aro so superstitious that
they will not remain in a houso where beef is
not served every day, for thoy consider a day
without It would meanadayo'f dlBaslerto thoes-tablishme-

For many weeks before Christ-
mas every ouo is busy in tho preparation of their
gifts, for tho interchange of such things is very
general, though I think, save in families of
wealth, it is customary to select for this occa-
sion things of a useful nature, Whero there aro
children in tho family the dressing of tho treo is
a very important operation, but in this I think
tho American plan by far tho best. Wo have a
stupid fashion in England when wo havo u treo
of putting everything on instead of placing tho
tho things beueath it or on a table near by. Tho
consequence is that many of tho pretty gifts aro
spoiled by tho dripping of hot wax from tho
lighted tapers, Tho treo is kept as a surprise
until Christmas Eve, when tho doors of tho
room aro suddenly thrown open and from tho
darkness shiues out tho beautiful treo, and tho
childien troop iu, followed by their oldors and
such young friends as havo been asked in for
the evening. After tho distribution of presents
games aro introduced, tho favorite being snap
dragon. This is a largo bowl of brandy carried
into a dark room lighted, and every ono then iu
turn tries their success at picking from the
sheet of blue flame ono or more of tho raisliiB
which plentifully bestrew its surface Christ-
mas morning, when tho family euters tho
breakfast-room- , it is to flud neatly piled at each
pluco such gifts as have fallen to their share,
aud in consequence tho meal Is a most pleasant
one, for every ouo Is good-humore- d aud inclined
to look at the world through roso-colore- d spec-
tacles. After church tho family leturn for a hot
luncheon at 3 o'clock. This moal generally in-

cludes roast beof and mlnco pies, which aro
served as a separate- course, and aro rnado in tho
form of small, round tartlets instead ot VUe.

largo pio customary in America.
Concluded on olevonth pace.
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IN THE HOLIDAY RUSH

THE rortJI.AR BOYS AND GIRK9 ARE
NOT FORGOTTEN.

The Votes Still ComoPourlnc; In for Thorn
Z:.. by tho Hundreds Tho Standing of tho

Various Candidates Up to Xast Night.

Tbo distractions of tho holiday season havo
not interferred with tho influx of answers to
Tun Hehald's conundrum, "Who is tho most
popular boy or girl iu Washington?" So
thoroughly has tho interest of The Herald's-hos- t

of readers, young and old, been aroused in
tho matter that tho approach of Christmas has
not kept them from sending in their votes for
the young people whom they regard as most
worthy of tho title and tho beautiful and valua-
ble presents that will go to tho winner of it.

The holiday season has stirred up tho friends
of all the candidates borno on The Hehald's
list, and votes havo come in for them during
tho week in generous numbers. This seems to
bo in accordance with Tnn Hehald's sugges-
tion of last week that no better Christmas gift
can bo given any boy or girl than a big block of
votes, which will help tho chosen candidate to-wi-

tho handsome pair of ponies and the surry.
which will bo awarded as first prize.

The candidates up to last night stood in the
following order, according to tho number of
votes cast for thom:

1. Edith W. Hough, 215 N. Capitol street.
2. Madge Gilbert. Tnkoma Park.
3. Helen Soutferlo, 000 S street no rthwest.
4. Georgo L. Dletz, 239 New Jersey avenuo

northwest.
C. Edward Fisher McKnow, 2121 Fourteenth

street northwest.
0. Edward E. Darby. 1215 Twcnty-- n inth street

northwest.
7. Clarence E. Froy, 3010 P street northwest.
8. Fannlo ltudderlorth, 815 First street north-

east.
9. Lucllo Colby, 1327 F street northwest.

10. Maria Pushaw. 1814 Vermont avenue.
11. Flora Manning, 1323 T street northwest.
12. Herbert II. Doyle. 3010 O street northwest.
13. Ireno It. Wallach, 129 Indiana avenuenorth-wes- t.

14. Benjamin Harrison McKeo, Executive Man-
sion.

15. Garnett L. Hobbs, 809 K str eet northwest.
115. It. Golden Donaldson, 209 T hirteenth street

southwest.
17. Katharine May Brooks, 2301 Fourteenth

street northwest.
18. Hattie Morrow, 418 Eighth street southwest.
19. Henry Sherwood, 1017 E. Capitol street.
20. Clarence L. Park, 715 S street northwest.
21. Clement 0.'. Keyworth, 1007 H street north-

west.
22. Walter Foster, 942 S street northwest.
23. Welhelmina LaHayne, 1117 B street south-

east.
24. ltichard Drum White, 1336 1 street northwest.
25. Charles T. Davis, Jr., 1430 Q street north-we- st

20.' John C. McCubben, 938 S street northwest.
27. Teresa Bello Kondrup, 1001 New Hampshire

avenue.
28. Willis M. Baum, 712 B street southwest.
29. Katlo E. Gaskius, 1205 Twenty-eight- h street

northwest.
30. Uoberta S. Glllls, 128 D street northwest.
31. William Charles Hainmett, 80t Twentieth

streot northwest.
32. George W. Vierbuchen, 340 Eighth street

northeast.
33. E. Frank Davie, 1514 Ninth street northwest.
34. Don Allen, 1305 Q streot northwest.
35. Nannio L. Armbruster, 2017 K street north- -

7CSt
30. 'Bessie Clarko Baker. 1819 K street northwest..
37. Ireno L. Moore, 494 G street southwest.
38. Charles F. Williams. 311 D street northwest.
39. Frank Hay Howe, 1701 1 street northwest.
40. Marguerite AVrenn. 1004 C street southwest.
41. Frank Ghlselli, 1730 Pennsylvania avenuo-northwest- .

42. Lizzio Van Vlcck, 407 Fourth street north-
east.

43. Charles F. Sterne, 311 D street northwest.
44. Wlllio B. CapertoD, 1801 G street northwest.
45. E. M. Hall. 302J Ninth street southeast.
40. Fannie It. Harknoss, 1804 1 street northwest.
47. Ada Dermody. 817 F street northwest.
48. Charlotto Baldy Gridloy, 700 L streot north-

west.
49. Nellio Chaso, 2.1 E street northwest.
50. John Graham, 823 Thirteenth street north-

west.
51. Richard J. Higgles, 445 Q streot northwest.
52. Ethel Wyckoll', 903 Massachusetts uvenuo

northeast.
53. James Joseph Winchester, 2013 G street

northwest.
51. Katharine Wright Saxton.Koncsaw avenuo.

Mt. Pleasant.
55. Ulaneho Kepuor, 1100 Twelfth streot north-

west.
50. Frances T. Towers, 1311 Fourteenth streot

northwest.
57. JohnNnylor Swartzell, 1107 N stieet north-

west.
58. Samuel Shellabarser, Jr., 812 Seventeenth

street northwest.
59. Charles E.March, 009 Massachusetts avonuo

northwest.
CO. Nellio T. Dreuuimicr, 721 Thliteenth street

northwest.
01. William Henry Hamilton, 013 South Caro-

lina nvenuo southeast,
02. Georgo II. League, 721 Thirteenth street-northwest- .

03. Christian Jaeobson, 1227 Twentieth stiooti
northwest.

More Ways of Spoiling Ohildron.
Evening World.

If you wish to cultivate a gossiping, med-dliu- g,

censorious spirit in your children,, ho
sure when thev como homo from church, a
visit, or any other place whero you do uot ac-
company them, to ply them with questions con-
cerning what everybody wore, how even-bod-

looked, and what everybody said and did; aud
if you find anything Iu this to ceusuro always
do it iu their hearing. You may rest assured it
you pursue a ccurso of this kind they will nob
return to you unladen with intelligence; they
will by degrees learn to embellish in such a.
mauuer a6 6hall not fall to call forth remarks-an-

expressions of wonder from you. You will
by this course render tho spirit of curiosity,
which is so early vlslblo in. children, and which
if rightly directed may bo made tho in6trumeut
of enriching and enlarging their minds, a vehicle
of mischief which shall serve ouly to narrow
them.

An Epitloiniu oi' Mnrriajje.
Boston Herald.

Latest advices from England aro to the offset
that tho institution of mariago is looking up,
and more bachelors and aro now .wed-
ding than for many years past. Whatever is
dono in Loudon will bo dono over here; there-
fore wo may expect shortly to see an iueroasa
in iho marriage rate.

Kxoursions to Boston, i

Until further notlao the B. and O. Jl. R. Co.
will sell round-tri- p tickets from 'asUlngtsn tp
Uoston and return, via tho Pgifghkoepsio
Bridge route, at rate of 3Q.1Q. Tiakots gootl
for ton days,
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